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MICKEY REVISITED
Last time in NEWAGE I spent 1lots of time talking about Mickey
ochmitt’'s two books (THE ADVENTURE REFERENCE GUIDE, $9.95 + $2 S+H, from
Asgard., Box 10306, Rockville, MD, 20848, and GETTING THE MOST FROM YOUR
CASSOETTE OSYSTEM, $9.95 + $2.50 S5+H, from the author - Mickey Schmitt,
196 Broadway Avenue, Lower Burrell, PA, 15068). In the interim, I've
also written a lengthier article about the new and wonderful ways to use

cassettes based upon Mickey's cassette book which appeared in
REFLEQTIONS. There are a couple of disks available for user groups (or
1ndividuals) who have cassettes still active. These two different

chock—full disks include all the items referred to by Mickey and many
others not vyet mentioned Dby her and c¢can be gotten for a $3
shipping/handling fee each by asking for '"Cassette Master Disk" from
M.UN.C.H., 560 Lincoln BStreet, P.O. Box 7193, Worcester, MA,
01605-7183; and "TI PD 1205.1 Cassette Utilities" from Tigercub, 156
Collingwood Avenue, Columbus, OH, 43213. Add an extra $1 to Tigercub's
disk request and ask for Jim Peterson's PD Catalog, the largest
collection of the best of the least expensive treasures in the Tl World.

If your user group hasn't yvet purchased Mickey's cassette pook and
used it as a fund-raiser, then your group is missing a great opportunity
to make some green.

Some other things have happened since I wrote that original article,
Mickey has formed a new — NEW! - company of all TI stuff.

Doesn't that have a nice ring to it? A new TI company. The M5 stands
for the two partners: Mickey Schmitt and Mike Sealy. They can Dbe
reached at MS EXPRESS SOFTWARE, P.O. Box 498, Richmond, CH 43944. This
dynamic duo made their professional debut at the Chicago Fair 1in
November and released a pile of stuff:

ADVENTURE HINTS (Series I) by Lynn Gardner, which is unique 1n help
concepts for adventurers. Each hint loads into the console in the same
way the Adventure Module disks load. In addition to 1lcading as
standalone help, these hints can also be loaded into the specific
programs and called up from a running program! These disks include
built—-in maps AND hardcopy maps. Nice feature. This first series
includes some of the adventures written by Mickey and Lynn: OLIVER'D
TWIST, RATTLESNAKE BEND, Z200M FLUME. The same kind of two word
(noun/verb) commands are used to ask for help, so there’'s no need Lo use
all kinds of colored cellophane papers, special invisible 1ink pens,

plastic decoding devices, whatever. Requires Adventure Module or
interpreter.

GALACTIC EMPERORS by Eric Kepes, an Extended BABIC, multi-player,
strategic simulation program. You and one, two, or three others are

each trying to thwart opponents by accessing control to all the planets
in the galaxy. Shades of the Darth Vader! There are decisions you and
vour opponents make beforehand (such as the number of planets) Dbefore

the computer generates (new each time) the playing grid. Although many
random events occur during the game play, the game is a& mentally



challenging activity that can be saved to continue play at a future
date. -

(Both of the above are $9.95 + $1 S+H and require the standard minimum
configuration of one SSSD drive and 32K.)

Finally from MS EXPRESS, there are SLIDING BLOCK PUZZLES (Series 1)
and SLIDING BLOCK SOLUTIONS (Series I) each $7.95 + $1 S+H and both by
Norman Rokke, the same person who brought you the extraordiary Falrware
graphic/text program '"1000 WORDS," one of the very best of 1its Kind
ever .

In this case. Norman has transcended the "normal' sliding block
puzzles with which we are so familiar. In the 1late 1800's Sam Lovyd,
America's most ingenious puzzle maker at the turn of the century,
created the 14-15 sliding block puzzle. There are lots of these out for
the TI. The best I've seen is Chris Bobbitt's Public Domain version of
many years ago and 1n all group libraries.

Triese puzzles, however, are considerably more challenging than the
criginals. There are three on this disk and all can be saved 1in
mid—game, SO one doesn't have to begin all over again.

The first consists of nine different—-colored tiles and supposedly can
be solved 1in 59 moves. Puzzle #2 is made up of 10 blocks and could be
completed in 81 moves. The hardest (#3, of course) has 11 tiles to
shift and can be sclved in 90 moves. A colored monitor or TV to go with
your XB, 32K, and minimum disk drive system are required.

You need the these puzzles before you get the sclutions' disk, which
provides the help you need for each puzzle in little pieces so0 as not Lo
ruin the game for you. Very user—~friendly. like all things Norman does.
And, of course, ingenulty by him is taken for granted.

Now that we have a new company supporting TIers, let's hope the TI
Community supports the new company. Your support will encourage even
more authors to stay wath and wrlte far the 99,

I continue to get letters from crlbbage buffs all over the TI World
asking about a program I reviewed last year. The program 1is written by

Gene Hitz. He even rewrote it after I gleefully stated how I found a
way to cheat on the "Go". He chastised me for cheating our little 99
computer. Now, the computer catches me each time when 1 try. This

program 18 called "Cutthroat Cribbage" and gives you a muggins 1f you
count 1incorrectly. It's fun to play and is fast and friendly. The game
can be purchased for $7 from ARCADE ACTION, Program Innovators, 412
Glenway, Wawatosa, WI 53222. Actually, for $10 you get a diskful ot
games, including a nice version of TETRIS and piles of others. If vyou
are a cribbage player, I'd recommend this game highly. If you'd like to
learn the game, ask for the longer version (though I think he sends both
versions, anyway), Dbecause this will give you the option to have the
computer count up any combilnations t¢ see how things are scored. Then
get yourself a HOYLE's from the library and play your TI until yocu got
the game down pat. Excellent midnight companion.

Besides TIGERCUB's $1 catalog of Public Dcomain disks (truly the BEST
BUY in the TI Worid), everyone should send off for Asgard's newest

catalog. Asgard's latest, particularly for Page Pro owners, 18 &
mouth-watering c¢ollection o©f delectable delights. For game players,
William Reiss's TOURNAMENT SOLITAIRE (which 1includes - along with

KLONDIKE - PYRAMID, GOLF, COMERS, PILE-UP, CANFIELD, and CALCULATION) 1s
teriffic. But call or write for the free catalog and notice the high

level of your droolability.

[It you use KEW-AAE/9Y plesase put & on your exchange liat.)



WNEW/ AGE SPECIAL
* by JACK SUGHRUE, Box 459, East Douglas, MA 01516 *

GOOD ., BETTER. BEST !

There 15 only one program in the TI disk community that is (as my
Sth—grade pupills would say) "totally wicked awesome rad to a gnarly
degree.” I agree with the sentiment, if not the mode of expression.

Nothing else in our world computer community has equalled the impact
cf the FUNNELWEB environment created for us by Tony McGovern and his
son, Will. These two Australian geniuses (and I do not use the word
lightly) put together what all of us deemed impossible for the TI.

FUNNELWEB just grew and grew. The original American release was a TI
WRITER and EDITOR ASSEMBLER combo, more or less (actually more). Next
version a few months later contained a Dbit more with lots of
enhancements of what went on before. TIW, for example, does not contain
@ ruler or address recall or macro-key CAPS or LC. Tony put all these
things in fairly early versions, all of which we take for granted in our
word processing activities. The environment always loaded by either E/A
or XB, thus making it ideal for supercarts (again from earlier versions)
or RAMs or whatever device hardwarers could devise. Then things like
Disk Manager 1000 and DisKkpatch were added and modified. As were
lcaders for ¢99, FORTH, etc. Each time Tony (primarily) would unravel
the complexities caused by these needs and create new and better
solutions than dreamed possible.

When he came up with the windowing effects for the CONFIG program, for
example, which established a profound systems configuration (still able
to be ported en masse to any newer version, I felt he had reached his
peak. Boy., was I ever wrong.

FUNNELWEB is not a program. It is an environment which gives you, the
user, some dJgreat computing tools 1in such a complete package that it
becomes almost impossible to do without them after using them.

Probably 80% or more of normal (non—-programmer) use of computers -
expecially the TI - 1is word processing. People need to communicate.
FUNNELWEB turned TIW 1intce a great word processor, adding so many
features that should have been in the original cart/disk combce that when
you go back to that combo you are apalled at its limitations. As I say,
we have become spoiled by Tony and take for granted what is surely a
remarkable achievement.

Much as T % my TI, I Kknow that if FUNNELWEB did not exist I would no
longer be Tling. I couldn't. FWB's a structure equal to the best that
any home computer has to offer its users at any price.

,et's face it. It serves as a Master DOS. What does a Disk Operating
System do? Well, it lets you load up other programs, primarily, or lets
you handle some disk management tasks. FWB does all that as a sideline.

With the new 4.31 FUNNELWEB the console 99 disk user has just 1leaped
quantumly 1intoc an exciting era. The 40-column (standard) TI computer
fan now has available to him or her a package heretofore only available
to non-standard 80-col upgraders.

Before I go on, 1I'd like to say:

STORP )

The bad news 1s this: Will went over to the Amiga a long while ago,
and his father will be following shortly. This will mean that the
greatest single piece of software for the TI will no longer grow; nor
will we be seeing any other pieces come from Funnelweb Farm; nor will

there be any more great tutorials (particularly those on exploring XB).
This 1s not only BAD news, it is HORRIBLE news. Not that I can blame
Tony . Although <clogse to 100% of all TI disk users use FWB and its
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upgrades, an extremely small number has ever paid the author & penny -
and a tinier number, still, has ever given a second contribution (though
the original to present upgrade is similar to the difference between my
salary and Donald Trump's). And a tinier number, still, have ever
written to Tony to tell him how much they use and appreciate FUNNELWEB
and all the other great things he has done for us.

Remember, this 13 not commercilalware., Fairware authors need and
deserve our support. Fairware authors of the stature of Tony McGovern
have earned massive support financially and socially. They just don't
get 1it.

I urge every user group to "charge" a minimum $10 copying fee to each
member for this upgrade and send the entire collected sum to Tony. Send
a group letter. Write him up in your newsletter. Let's let 'Sl be the
Year of the McGovern. Even more, I urge every single reader to sit down
at your first opportunity and write (probably wusing FUNNELWEB) a
supporting letter, enclosing the largest cash (certified check,
international coupon, money order) contribution you can really afford.
It'll still be cheaper than anything you'd have to pay for that would be
in the same league as FUNNELWEB (if such a thing eXxists). People
couldn't wait, for example, to shell out $60 for PRESS (sight unseen) or
$25 to $60 for data bases. Many of our game cartridges cost at least
five times what some consider a “fair' price to pay for the finest pilece
of software ever for the TI.

How about this for a rule of thumb? Take the most expensive piece of
software vyou ever bought (and probably don't even use anymore) and
double it. Send that as a donation. Remember what you paid 1in those
pre—-inflationary days for LOGO and MULTIPLAN and TI WRITER and DISK
MANAGER I1 and E/A and whatever?

Well, the new FUNNELWEB has so many new. features that most of those
expensive cartridges and upgrade disks can be chucked in the basketl.

What's vyour TI worth to you? What'll it be worth to you down the road
with Tony McGovern gone? Decide soon about your commitment and make the
investment today in your future.

S50 what are a few of these outstanding features? Well, for one, there
is no more Disk Manager 1000 nor Disk Patch, because the new Disk Review
performs all the functions of both (and then some) from within the IWB
environment, including COPYING FILE BY FILE (to eliminate {ractures)
WHOLE DISKS TO MULTIPLE DRIVES! So stick a disk in Drive 1 and copy to

Drives 2, 3, AND 4, while you go comb your wallaby. Disks <can be
FORMATted to Quad density, 1if you have the right controller. Any
program can be RUN right out of DR, including the huge 1IVZ54s. The

Quick Directory now lets you mark a file from WITHIN the FORMATter or
ASSEMBLER. And the disk editing functions are plentiful and profound.

The whole FUNNELWEB 4.31 environment is profound. You'll realize this
immediately when vyou see BOTH central menus displayed on the screen
simultaneously and you just have to move the cursor around to either RUN
the program (or VIEW and/or PRINT the text file). |

This 13 a must for eveyone!

Get it from vyour user group today, being aware that everything
worthwhile in life costs. -

i1t you uves NEW-AGR/99 plesns put me on your sxchangs 1ist.)

T e, v sy




THE XEW FEATURES OF FUNNELNEB v4,31
described by Charles bood

Lina Ohio User broup

It’s here! It’s what all 40 column users have been
warting for all their 99/4A4 lives. Rccoapanying this 1s5ue
of BB&F are disks with FUNNELWER v4.351 going to all user
groups on our newslettier exchange list and all paid seabers
cf the Lima User Group, Any other INDIVIDUAL or USER GROUP
can obtain these files by sending disks {4 S55D, or 2 DSSD,
or 1 DSDD) and a paid return mailer to the Lima User Broup at
P.O. Box 647, Venedocia OH, 45893, We charge no copy fee.

I know there are many 40 coluan users who have not
bothered to upgrade to sore recent versions of Funnelweb
because the enhancements added since v4,21 have largely been
available only to 80 coluan users, MNow ALL 99/4A users can
have access to the full range ot features available froa

Funnelweb, particularly Funnelweb’s special wutility called
DISK REVIEW (DR}, Funnelweb’s 40 and 80 coluan DJSK KEVIEW
15 50 neat that sost users will want to contigure Funnelwed

35 that  DISK KEVIEW pops up 1asmediatzly upon entry to the
Funnelweb environsent, The new features of v4,31 aske it
worthehiie tor all Funnelweb users to upgrade froas previous

Funrelwedb versions, and upgrading 1s easy. Load  your
previous  versign’s  SYSCON fi1le into Funnelwed v4.31°s
CUNF [BURE by pressing Stysinto) and then L{oad). Then press

BACK and [{nstall) your old SYSCON data into v4.31's LOAD and

FW t1les. You can use your previously configured user lists
(f1les UL and BY) unsodified with the new Funnelweb,

40 and 80 coluan DK now contains a coaplete set of disk
sanagesent functions., Disks can be FORMATted (S,D, or Buad
density), VALIDATEd, RENAMEd, and SWEEPt. Whole disks can be
gutosatically copied, f1le by file, to sultiple drives., You
tan put your aaster dgisk in drive |, press a couple of keys,
and copy all the f1les to DS5K2, DSK3, and DSK4 while you gqo
have a cup of tpttee. You can copy & file back onto the saae
d1sk under & different nase. You can also copy file by file
using a single drive with proapts for inserting master and
copy disks,  Single drive copying 15 a feature not available
on the 80 coluan version o4 DR, File copy uses a 46 sector
bufter and proceeds faster than file copying using DSKU and a
Itttle slower than DNMIQOG,

Individual +i1les can he PROTECTed, UNPROTECTed, DELETEd,
and (1f accidently deleted) ReLUVERed., If you have & HYRRC
rasdlck  you can CALL FAKT and CALL EMDK +rom within
Funnelwelb’s 4U gr BUcolumn DR, {f you have a Horizon rasdisk
with KUS #.) or higher you can DN and AO/RF froa within DR.

{t you have the Australian QUEST raadisk you can do AON and
AU trom within DR.

Funneiweb’s 40 coluan DR also includes a tull teature
sector editor that does everything the B0 coluan DK sector -

editor does except display the sector siamultanepusly in ASCII
and HEX, [here just isn’t room on &8 40 coluan screen for
this type ot display. You just sove the cursor next to a
fi1le name 1n a disk directory and press | {for Inspect), You
are then given the opportunity to examine and edit the
sectors of the file ar to search for a string (ASCII or Hex
string with wild card option) within the file. You can also
search a whole disk for a string, or exaaine and edit sectors
by absolute disk sector nuaber. This is a very tull teatured
easy to use sector editor., V4.31 of Funnelwed no longer
contains DISK PATCH for sector editing, because DISK REVIEW

15 50 slch better.

The new 40 or 80 colusn DR gives direct access tp BOTH ot
Funnelweb’s central menus dispiayed sisultaneously on screen.
Just move the cursor next to a central senu entry, press
{enter> and boot the indicated progranm. '

You can, of course, do all ot the neat stuft already
avallahie in the v4.21 40 coluen DR, You can bring up a disk
directory, move the cursor next to the nase of a RUNable
f1le, press K, and RUN the progras. This can be done for ANY
xynd ot runable program, ncluding XK stutt that lists as
1Y254, You can view ANY fiie on the screen by soving the
cursor next to the tile nase and pressing V. The view butfer
has been reduced to 8K 1n order to sake room for all the

additipnal  teatures described 1n  the preceding two
paragraphs. Unlike the v4,21 40 colusn Dk, shen the Viiew)
putfer ot v4.31 15 full viewing stops. You cdn then either

axamine what 15 1n the Viien) buffer or continue to vies the
rest ot the t1le and overwmrite the top of what 1s already in
the V{1ew} buffer. You may at any tise print part or all of
the contents of the Y(iew) bufter to a printer or to a disk

ti1le.

Besides the qreatly enhanced 40 colusn DR, v4,5] has
other new features, It 15 now possible to bring up Quick
Directory (by pressing AlD, FCIN/7) and mark a tile with the
space bar FROM WITHIN the Forazatter and Aesesbler. In the
case of the Forsatter, the newly sarked tile does not appear
on  the forsatter screen unti] you acve the cursor onfe space
within the work file name as it is displayed on the foraatter
genu. This procedure is strange, but 1t does work and it 1%
certainly better than being totally unable to mark files from
within the formatter,

A really nite new fteature 15
alternate character set within the editors., This allows you
to use a toreign language character set in place of

Funnelweb's C1 ang €2 character sets to display foreigr

the ability to use any




Bits, Bytes & Pixels

To specity a special
AgnU  ang press
FLIN/Y  (BACX),  Answer N to the GUIT? prospt, and then you
W1il be given the opportunity to specify the file name of any
alternste character set. Such f1lp nases wmust be two
Characters long ang the LMAR fiies should already be in the
appropritate 11w or t/A Funnelweb drive or subdirectory. We
fdve Includes some public domdln foreign language CHAR files
Witk Qur distribetion ot 4,31 for usa in this way. The
littie used keystrokes that noraally display such things as
{1V display instead toreign characters with these +iles,
ihese agditional CHAR files added by us are NOT part of the
ottizial Funnelwet 4.31 package as received by us froa Tony
Mcbovern, Ci=French, C4=Spanish.  C45=German. Cé=Itaiian.
C7=Swed1sh,

language
Character set, go tp a Funnelwed central

characters on screen,

Those with 85 roluen systess (BENEVE, or 99744 with 80
cCluah device) can now use the B0 column DR to View NMYART
pictures in up to 256 colors, Just move the cursor next to a
prcture nase in a DR disk directary, press Viiew) and the
picture pops up on the screen. The background color of the
prcture can then be altered to enhance viewing pleasure
betore finally returning to the DR disk directory. MYART
pitture viewing, and a siaultaneous ASCII/HEX sector display
ar€ the only two {feastures of the 80 column DR that are
iatking in the new 4C coluan DR,

This 187 a major update, particularly -the enhanced 40
Column DR,  [f you use the new features of 40 coluan DR yOu
should seng the Mchoverns an  additional +airware gonation
tcash, traveler’s cheque, or international money order) over
ahi above what you have airesgy paid tor other parts of
runnelweb.  iony Mcoovern writes that he 1s planning to qet
a7 R8108 ang start prograasing for this device., W)l
RCbovern already has pne, Sose %% and an accospanying letter
ot appreciaticn mll help maintain the McBovern’s interest in
the Y./ 3R,

below 35 & cComaented . directory ot the Funnelwed vd.31
tiles in DSDD torasat. The comsents accoapanying each file
nake have been adged by we and should aid Funnelweb users 1in
tiguring out what each file does.

Filename Fiie Type Size Eosaent
-READ-BE  D/Y  BO 47 Tony Mcbgvern introductory Ccossents
-READFIRST D/Y B0 13 [harles Good’s intrpductory comsent
aK Poi 8066 33 ARCHIVER v3.03
A5 PGM 8192 X1 Asseabler, part |
R PEM 3394 ce HRss2gbler, part 2
C1 PoN 1024 % Text editer character set
C2 PoM 1624 3 Prograsser’s editor character set
C3-C7/ARC 1/F 128 Il Foreign lanquage char sets,archived
Co9PFIs0 D/F B0 2 use with ¢99 prograss
CF FoM 7994 31 [ONFIGURE, part |

| 6 PO 5226 7u CONFIBURE, part 7
LHAKAL P 10.4 S char set tor use with DSKU v4,2
CP PaM 987 4

use with c?9 prograes

s i

6

L18K/U DrF 80
1 PoM 242
DK Pl 8192
DKG( Poll v954
DRl FEM 1422
by . Pai 7452
U FhM 147
HY Polt 8197
i ] FoM /424
LA PoR 1860
3, PN 8192
tbgo PoM H1Y2
tbil PER 5080
tE Fom 4328
FO Pbl 8192
tP PaM 3620
FSRVE D/F 8¢
FK Pei BIG?2
F¥DOC/DR40 D/V 8O
FROOC/UR4L D/V B0
FWDUC/DRBO D7y Bu
tWlDOC/DRBL D/V 0 BO
FuOUC/EASH D/Y 80
FWDOC/EDRY D/Y BO)
F¥DOL/LORDL DSV 80
FROUC/REPT D/V 80
FALUC/TIWE /Y 8¢
FHLUUC/UTIL DIV BO
LUFN o'y Bu
LK PoM 3836
L FoM ZUbA
LUAD PbM 758&)
Wl ot 2622
yf Pol 2544
SLKIY] 'Yy B
5L Pb® 2130
SY<LUN Folt 1714
UL Pult 542
IH4THLD PR 204
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4
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31
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34
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installs Funnelweb on SUPERCART
DISK UTILITIES user list

40 column D15SK REVIEN, part
80 coluan UISK REVIEW, part 1
B0 column DISK REVIEW, part 2

40 coluwen DISK REVIEW, part 2

Disk Utilities V 4.2 Part 1 of 3
Disk Utifities V 4,2  Part 2 of 3
Gisk Utilities ¥V 4.2  Part 3 of I

need on disk to boot asseably stutd
40 coluasn editor, part |

80 column editor, part |

80 column editor, part 2

40 coluan editor, part 2

FORMATIER, part |

FOKMATTER, part 2

creates asseably PROGRAM files

sain FUNNELKED progras, boot frosEA
40 coiumsn DR doc, part i

40 colusn DR doc, part 2

B0 column DR doc, part i

B0 coluan DR doc, part 2
Editor/Asseabler lpacer dot

80 coiumn text editor doc

LBAD dor, general description ofFWE
tug and ypdate repaort

Tl Writer dot

Describes FWE utilities

poots FK tros tA

Line Hunter, a prograaser’s utiiity
need on disk to boot LOW LOADER+t1]e
the sain Funnelweb prograk,fros 1B
QuiCk DIRECTORY, part |

guiCxX DIKECTORY, part 2

sapple SCKIFT L0AL t1le

need on disk to boot any SCRIPTLOAD
use with CF/Ch to store contig data
aain USER LIST

boots 1] FORTH tros XB user }ist

FWw 4.3 now wvaiLiRaLe

il

Also see JAck's

ff“ew ﬂie v (‘E’u’f@@-

FOUNNELWE B 4.3 15 both
KXo AND Yo columns., This (s
+he oldimate T L Lo ft ware
for every sk owner, Oor
Clob (s asKing § 10 for the

Q_pw\@le{f “4-0isK SeT, which
wcludes Charles  Gosd~s docs
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a BBS that doesn’'t support MXT.

[F] Files is a simple disk catalog option that shows filenames and s1ze,
total sectors, and free sectors.

[ENTER] takes you into the terminal mode.

EQ] Up]oaq DV(&O Fi1le allows the upload of a previously prepared text
file. This might be useful when entering a pre-composed message into a

BEBS message base.

[C] Clear download buffer, [B] Buffer capture, [S] Set/Reset Log, [V] View
buffer contents, and [D)] Dump download buffer are used to control the
capture, viewing, and storage of text being displayed on the screen.

[L] Linefeed toggle and [E] Echo (remote and monitor) control the text
presentation on the screen. These normally don’t need to be changed for
logging onto a 88S, but they come in handy when you're trying to connect

to another terminal.

MASS-TRANSFER has its pros and cons Jjust like anything else,
although some of the pros can be cons, depending on your
interpretation. Customizing the program with a sector editor can be
aggravating by comparison to creating a detault file that can be
loaded in with the program. However, you'll never have to worry about
accidentliy losing or messing up your default fi1le. This also speeds
up procram load since you have one less file to load. It's nct as
versatile as TELCO but 1t is more compact and the entire program
resides in memoary. This helps it run a bit faster since 1t doesn’t
have to locad 1n the individual program modules from disk as 1s the
case with TELCO. The Ymodem, MXT, and Hangup after MXT functions are
compatible only with MASS-TRANSFER and MX79 BBS, but they’'re a nice
touch when they're availiable. Some people may find 1t bothersome LC
return tc the menu to do a lot of the funciions, but 1t beats kesping

the docs on hand taking up desk space.

Well, that's pretty much what MASS-TRANSFER lcoks 1i1ke., There
are qQuite a few other goodies but mcst are used in the terminal mocde
to activate the print spocoler, produce a tone, etc. You' 1l have to
play with the program and read the documentation for those. The
program is fairware so if you use it and like 1t, send Stu the measly
$10.00 he's asking for this great preogram. If your local User Group
doesn’t have this program, you can probably send a disk and enougn
money to pay for the program and return postage to the author. Be
sure to ask for all the documentation. Stu’s address 1s:

Stuart Olson

T T T T T 8625 W. Cooldige St.
v Phoenix, AZ 85033
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THE HOME COMPFPUTER
By Jim Feter ssonm

Can you stand a few more
from the last surviving
of the HOME computer?

And what i1is a HOME computer? It
15 a computer designed to be used
in the home, to do whatever
someone might do in the home that
can be done better with the aid of
a computer.

AND——the HOME computer is
designed to bhe used by a person
who has no particular interest 1in
computers, who regards them as
just another electronic tool to be

used to make life easier or more
enjoyable. Also, that person 1is
probably ijust a bit intimidated by
computers.

A person who is not interested
in computers? Well, that
eliminates everyone who is reading
this, but read on anyway.

Now, what percentage of VCR
owners have never learned to
program their VCR? How many don’t
know what some of the buttons on
their cable TV remote unit do? How
many housewives are failing ¢to
take advantage of hal f the
pushbuttons on their microwave, or
their washing machine? 1 don’t
think anyone bhas the answer to
those questions, but I am sure

wards
advocate

that the percentages are very
large!
Many people who buy a new

appliance NEVER read the manual.
They learn some of its features by
experimenting, and never use the
rest. Most other people read the
manual one time, file it away with
the warranty or lose it, and
operate the appliance based on
what they remember $from that one
reading. Of course, there are an
increasing number of people who
are incapable of reading the
manual at all, and very few people
who are capable of writing a
manual that anyone can understand!

The average home computer
buver, knowing nothing about
computers, can easily be tonvinced

FAGE

that he needs &40k of RAM, a hard
drive, a mouse, and who knows what
else. He needs ali those things
like he needs a hole in the head,
and he is completely baffled by

the technical Jargon in the
manuals that come with the
machine.

His computer probably comes

bundled with an assortment ot
"free" software that is alleged to
be worth more than the machine
itself, It is probably excellent
sof tware-—-but each program comes
with a thick manual, hopefully
written in intelligible £English,
which must be studied before the
program can be used.

Big programs like that are fine
for the workplace, where a worker
becomes familiar with a program
and remembers how to use it
because he uses it every day. For
the typical home computer user,
they are totally impractical.

So, what is a HOME computer? It
is a computer with no more memory
than is needed +to do the 3job,
practically automatic in operation
{i.e., with built-1in disk
operating system!), with one disk
drive, and with an adequate supply
of short, simple programs to da
what needs to be done at the
moment and no more, so simple that

they can be operated by reading
on-—-screen instructions and
prompts.

I happen to own such a
computer. It is called the Texas
Instruments TI-99/74A HOME
Computer.
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NEXT MEETING TUESDAY JANUARY 8, 1991. HAFFEY NEW YEAR' V111

MUNGH OFF TCERS AND NUMBERS (all in %S08 area uhl ess noted)

Fresident W.Ca Wyman e PR T e

Vice Mréesident Byuce Willavd BN/ BEN0 FMILINGH DUES

Deoretary Jim G

WVﬁ@ﬁ“Vfr Jim Cox B 2T7 0 MEW MEMBERSHIF $ 5. OO0 ;

A TLng  Editor Jim Cox FENEWAL MEMBERSHIF $ 15, QO E

ﬁ@v.ﬁwmg. Chadir Dan FHogers Q- FHE 02 MEWSLETTER ONLY E

i b3 ary | Al Zl.ligsa Cecchini SURBSCEIFTION $1. Q0 |

Risk Librarian Loentd Ml mes €17 Ped/3584 |

Tape Librarian Wal ter Nowak 413 436/767% 5

NEW--ALE /9% Jack Sughrue TS T EE0 Q
g

DECEMBER MEETING. I am sorry I could rnot attend the December meebting. An ;

informal meeting was beld ocutside our meeting hall with the main topic of i

delicusiaon being RAM Disces and their problems.

JANUARY MEETING. This month’s meeting will feature the new version of 5

Funnel web. Jack Sughrue will have a dems of all the new features of this i

wonchey ol pro CIV ediinm .
!

HELEF WANMTEDI D T will not be able to attend the Februaryy, March and April 3

meaetings because of job requirements. I need someone to take responsibility for

the key to oure meebting housey someore to fake care of the raffley, somenne to
(Jhve me & short note on what went o at the meeting and what is planned for Lhw
Mexty 1 will continue to do the newsletter. We also need someone to coardinate o

ol table at the Fayah in April. ?
{
if'

FHFFLLE . Every month we have a vaffle o help defer the gost of the monthily hal rj_

rental . The number of prizes awarded depends on the number of tickebts sold.

Thi & rru..,-r‘ith we Mave some T T-bHBhirts, disk holders and some games Tor prizeds. i

LT you have some old things you no onger use how about some donations for

the raffle, our prize chest is getting low!!! b

L.l ERARY NOTICGE. Flease return any items borrowed from our library. 1If youw can
oot come Lo oa meeting or give these items to someonse who will be at the
et L g .

PEFREINTSG. Meprints are permitited ag long as credit is given to MoUJNGCLOH.

AR TICLES. T an always [ooking for articles for this newsletter, anything whioh
interests you will probably interest other members of the TI community, so ;
Pl ease share your ideas and opinions with all of us.

DIGK LIBEAEY. The disk library will be at the meetings from now on. We have |
coples Of all disks in the library and they are available to members for just |

O N T
.:i:" -Il'r 1 'I'I-Ili "uj

g0 s ) a

FUOR Salk. The group has a TI QCownt Rusiness Boftware package avad lable for
wale. [ interested contact Jim Cox at the above mumey or the olub address.

DIGE QF THE MONTH. The DOM for this month is the |latest version of Fuanel web
Ld.al o better?). The chavrge for these 4 S88D disks will be #10.00, with 1.5
Guing to the graup ¢ we rneed the money) and $8.5%0 going to the MolGoverns.

rrme g e
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